
 

 

Press release 
 
UBP strengthens its impact investment platform with the launch of an emerging 
markets impact strategy 
 

 
Geneva, 14 May 2020  
 
 
Union Bancaire Privée (UBP) today announces the launch of a new emerging equity solution broadening 
its impact investment platform. It will complement the existing impact equity strategy, which launched in 
September 2018, reinforcing UBP’s franchise investing in companies that are helping to solve global 
problems such as scarce resources, climate change and poverty. Furthermore, UBP has enhanced its 
impact governance by establishing an Impact Advisory Board and an Impact Investment Committee.  
 
The new strategy intends to generate a measurable social and environmental impact alongside a financial 
return by investing in listed companies in emerging markets. The portfolio will consist of 35–45 high-
conviction emerging market stocks across six themes mapped to the UN Sustainable Development Goals: 
basic needs, health and well-being, inclusive and fair economies, healthy ecosystems, climate stability and 
sustainable communities. Emphasis will be placed on innovative companies with strong growth potential 
that are looking to drive positive change. Initial investments will include companies involved in renewable 
energy and energy storage, transport disruption, life/health insurance innovation and microfinance. 
 
The portfolio will be co-managed by Mathieu Nègre (Head of Emerging Equities) and Eli Koen (Emerging 
Equities Portfolio Manager). They will be supported by two analysts and Simon Pickard, who has joined 
UBP as a consultant to the Bank’s impact franchise after a distinguished career as an emerging market 
investor. When selecting stocks, they will use UBP’s proprietary ‘IMAP’ scoring methodology*, which judges 
the impact intensity of each stock and assigns it a score out of 20; a score of 12 is the minimum threshold 
for acceptance into the portfolio and watchlist. 
 
As well as strengthening its impact product range and to ensure that UBP’s approach meets the most 
stringent impact criteria, the Bank has formalised its governance arrangements in this area by setting up 
two dedicated entities, the Impact Advisory Board and the Impact Investment Committee. 
 
The Impact Advisory Board is chaired by Anne Rotman de Picciotto, a member of UBP’s Board of Directors. 
Its role is to take thought leadership drawn from external experts in fields outside of investment 
management and embed it into the Bank’s impact platform. The Board meets every six months to review 
the impact case behind companies held in UBP’s impact investment solutions. The Impact Advisory Board’s 
external sustainability experts are: 
 

• Jake Reynolds, Executive Director, Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership (CISL); 

• Kanini Mutooni, Managing Director of Europe, Middle East and Africa for Toniic, the global action 
network for impact investors; 

• Tony Juniper, Chair of Natural England, the UK government’s official nature conservation agency, 
and a campaigner, writer and sustainability adviser as well as Executive Director for Advocacy and 
Campaigns for WWF-UK. 

 
The Impact Investment Committee is in charge of developing the Bank’s impact investing capabilities, while 
also incorporating industry best practice. Chaired by Simon Pickard, the Committee includes Victoria 
Leggett (Head of Impact Investing), Rupert Welchman (Impact Portfolio Manager), Karine Jesiolowski 
(Head of Responsible Investment, Asset Management) and Didier Chan-Voc-Chun (Head of Multi-
Management and Fund Research).  
 
Nicolas Faller, Co-CEO of Asset Management at UBP, said: “In the midst of the ongoing public health crisis, 
which is having such devastating outcomes, the long-term importance of impact investing is now even 



 

 

clearer, since it is one of the ways we can address areas in which we are currently falling short of our social 
goals. This latest launch and the strong impact governance we now have in place underline our continued 
commitment to responsible investment. We believe that companies helping to solve the acute challenges 
faced by society and the planet are ideally positioned for steady growth over the coming decades.” 
 
UBP’s impact franchise benefits from the Bank’s strong collaboration and partnership with the CISL and 
membership of the Investment Leaders Group (ILG), a select network of pension funds, insurers and asset 
managers committed to advancing the practice of responsible investment. Facilitated by the CISL, the ILG 
is a unique nexus of academic research and cutting-edge corporate leadership. As part of its ongoing 
commitment to responsible investment, UBP has been a signatory of the United Nations Principles for 
Responsible Investment since 2012. UBP is also a member of Swiss Sustainable Finance (SSF) and of 
Sustainable Finance Geneva (SFG).  
 
* UBP’s proprietary IMAP system lies at the heart of its process and enables the team to gauge a 
company’s impact intensity in an impartial manner. IMAP stands for Intentionality, Materiality, Additionality 
and Potential. Each IMAP criterion is marked out of 5, giving a total score out of 20: 

 
 
For any further information, please contact 
 
Bernard Schuster, Head of Group Communications  Maude Hug, Head of Media Relations 
Tel: +41 (0)58 819 24 70     Tel: +41 (0)58 819 75 27 
E-mail: bernard.schuster@ubp.ch    E-mail: maude.hug@ubp.ch  

 
About Union Bancaire Privée (UBP) – www.ubp.com 
UBP is one of Switzerland’s leading private banks, and is among the best-capitalised, with a Tier 1 capital ratio of 
25.6%. The Bank is specialised in the field of wealth management for both private and institutional clients. It is based 
in Geneva and employs 1,743 people in over twenty locations worldwide; it held CHF 140.3 billion in assets under 
management as at 31 December 2019. 
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Disclaimer 
This document is a marketing document and reflects the opinion of Union Bancaire Privée, UBP SA, (hereafter UBP) as of the date 

of issue. This document is intended for informational and/or marketing purposes only. It neither constitutes an offer nor a solicitation 
to buy, subscribe for or sell any currency, funds, product or financial instrument, make any investment, or participate in any particular 
trading strategy, or to provide advices or placement services in any jurisdiction where such an offer or solicitation would not be 

authorised, or to any person to whom it would be unlawful to make such an offer or invitation. It should not be construed as advice.  It 
is not intended for distribution, publication, or use in any jurisdiction where such distribution, publication or use would be unlawful, nor 
is it directed at any person or entity at which it would be unlawful to direct such a document. Reasonable efforts have been made to 

ensure that the content of this document is based on information and data obtained from reliable sources. The information contained 
herein is subject to change without prior notice. UBP gives no undertaking to update this document or to correct any inaccuracies 
which may become apparent. 

This document may refer to the past performance of investment interests. Past performance is not a guide to current or future results. 
The value of investment interests can fall as well as rise. Any capital invested may be at risk and you may not get back some or all of 
your original capital. In addition, any performance data included in this document does not take into account fees and expenses 

charged on issuance and redemption of securities nor any taxes that may be levied. Changes in exchange rates may cause increases 
or decreases in your return. The opinions herein do not take into account individual investors’ circumstances, objectives or needs. 
Each investor must make his/her own independent decision regarding any securities or financial instruments mentioned herein and 

should independently determine the merits or suitability of any investment. Investors are advised to seek professional counsel from 
their financial, legal and tax specialists. This document may not be reproduced (in whole or in part) or delivered to any other person 
without the prior written approval of UBP. Telephone calls made to UBP are recorded and UBP will assume that you consent to this 

recording. 
UBP is authorised and regulated in Switzerland by the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority and is authorised in the U nited 
Kingdom by the Prudential Regulation Authority. UBP is subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority and limited regulation 

by the Prudential Regulation Authority. 

 


