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Union Bancaire Privée adds a new corporate governance-focused strategy to 
its alternative UCITS platform 
 
 
Geneva, 16 July 2020  
 
Union Bancaire Privée, UBP SA (“UBP”) has recently added a new strategy to its alternative UCITS 
platform. The market-neutral and sector-neutral strategy will invest in Japanese equities and focus on 
individual companies’ corporate governance. 
 
According to UBP’s qualitative and quantitative research, Japanese companies show a strong correlation 
between stockmarket performance and the quality of their governance. Furthermore, since 2014, a raft of 
reforms designed to reinforce governance at Japanese companies has created many opportunities for 
companies that best adapt to regulatory developments as opposed to those that have difficulties doing so. 
The new strategy will therefore focus on Japan’s 500 largest stocks, taking long positions on 25-35 well 
governed companies and short positions on 50-70 poorly governed companies. Important governance 
metrics include a company’s board structure, shareholder alignment, and strong oversight by independent 
directors. With governance as the primary stock-picking criterion, the strategy will take into account each 
company’s fundamentals and valuation when making the final selection. Zuhair Khan, a portfolio manager 
based in UBP’s Tokyo office, will ensure its management.  
 
Commenting on the launch, Nicolas Faller, Co-CEO Asset Management at UBP, said: “This new strategy 
illustrates UBP’s strong belief in the importance of responsible investing. It bears testament to the Bank’s 
commitment to developing an offering that applies environmental, social and governance criteria. It is also 
an opportunity to continue expanding our footprint in Asia, especially in our Japan office, with an alternative 
strategy managed directly in-house.” 
 
Zuhair Khan, lead Portfolio Manager at UBP, said: “Governance is key, and ESG investing is growing in 
importance among all types of investors across the globe. We believe that in Japan, companies with good 
or improving governance also have a greater chance of achieving best-in-class standards in the social and 
environmental dimensions.” 
 
 
For any further information, please contact: 
 
Bernard Schuster, Head of Group Communications  Maude Hug, Head of Media Relations 
Tel: +41 (0)58 819 24 70     Tel: +41 (0)58 819 75 27 
E-mail: bernard.schuster@ubp.ch    E-mail: maude.hug@ubp.ch  
 
 
About Union Bancaire Privée (UBP) – www.ubp.com 
UBP is one of Switzerland’s leading private banks, and is among the best-capitalised, with a Tier 1 capital 
ratio of 25.6%. The Bank is specialised in the field of wealth management for both private and institutional 
clients. It is based in Geneva and employs 1,743 people in over twenty locations worldwide; it held CHF 
140.3 billion in assets under management as at 31 December 2019. 
 
 
Disclaimer 
 
This document is a marketing document and reflects the opinion of Union Bancaire Privée, UBP SA, (hereafter UBP) as of the date of issue. This 
document is intended for informational and/or marketing purposes only. It neither constitutes an offer nor a solicitation to buy, subscribe for or sell any 
currency, funds, product or financial instrument, make any investment, or participate in any particular trading strategy, or to provide advices or placement 
services in any jurisdiction where such an offer or solicitation would not be authorised, or to any person to whom it would be unlawful to make such an 
offer or invitation. It should not be construed as advice. It is not intended for distribution, publication, or use in any jurisdiction where such distribution, 
publication or use would be unlawful, nor is it directed at any person or entity at which it would be unlawful to direct such a document. Reasonable efforts 
have been made to ensure that the content of this document is based on information and data obtained from reliable sources. The information contained 
herein is subject to change without prior notice. UBP gives no undertaking to update this document or to correct any inaccuracies which may become 
apparent.  
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This document may refer to the past performance of investment interests. Past performance is not a guide to current or future results. The value of 
investment interests can fall as well as rise. Any capital invested may be at risk and you may not get back some or all of your original capital. In addition, 
any performance data included in this document does not take into account fees and expenses charged on issuance and redemption of securities nor 
any taxes that may be levied. Changes in exchange rates may cause increases or decreases in your return. The opinions herein do not take into account 
individual investors’ circumstances, objectives or needs. Each investor must make his/her own independent decision regarding any securities or financial 
instruments mentioned herein and should independently determine the merits or suitability of any investment. Investors are advised to seek professional 
counsel from their financial, legal and tax specialists. This document may not be reproduced (in whole or in part) or delivered to any other person without 
the prior written approval of UBP. Telephone calls made to UBP are recorded and UBP will assume that you consent to this recording.  
 
UBP is authorised and regulated in Switzerland by the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority and is authorised in the United Kingdom by the 
Prudential Regulation Authority. UBP is subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority and limited regulation by the Prudential Regulation 
Authority. 


